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NEWFOUNDLAND AND THE ALL-RED ROUTE. 
~)N the proposal made by Canada, Australia, and New Zealancl for the establishment of an 
,~ All-Red · Route, Newfoundland has not been askei to join, although lying directly in the 
~· track, and although the resolution pa~sed at the recent Colonial Conference began with the 
~ state1nent that it is to the interests of the Empire that its different portions should "be 
connected by the best possible ineans of mail communication, travel and transportation." 
Yet there are many reasons why, if it can possibly be avoided, Newfoundland should not he shut 
out from co-operation in this great Imperial project; why this, the oldest of all our Colonies, should 
not be placed, so to speak, outside the co1nradeship of the Empire. 
It is urged by those \vho are ·willing to undertake the fonnation and n1anagen1ent of the proposed 
route that the co-operation of Newfoundland is i1npracticable on two grounds: because it \vould entail 
transhiprnent of inails and passengers ; and because the trans-atlantic route \Vhich the Newfoundland 
Governn1ent have for son1e tin1e past desired to see established can only be in use for seven or at the 
most for eight months, being closed by ice during the re1nainder of the year. 
Transhipment, however, has never interfered · \vi th the successful operation of a mail route 
if the gain in time and regularity of service be con1mensurate, as, it is believed, would in this 
instance be the case; it has never interfered with the mail service, via Brindisi, to India and the 
East, although that service involves three transhipments-at Dover, Brindisi and Port Said; and, so 
far as passengers are concerned, the likelihood is that most of them would welcome it as a ineans of 
escape from the fog, through \Vhich they would otherwise have to pass. l\Ioreover, the N e,vfoundland route 
\vill be free frorn ice at least two months longer than the route to Quebec, and the eight months during 
\vhich it will be available are the n1onths of greatest travel; the majority of passengers to Canada 
preferring, in the \Vinter, to go by New York, as far south as possible, rather than by Halifax or any 
other Canadian port. 
The anticipated passenger traffic fro1n the Antipodes and the East by the All-Red Route, will, it 
may be assumed, be practically confined to the period for \Vhich the Newfoundland route will be open; 
during \vhich ti1ne that route \vill afford the quickest and safest n1ail route not merely to Canada, but also 
to the United States. It is a route, therefore, that. is sure to be utilized, and one ·which will be in direct 
con1petition \vith the proposed All-Red Route ; and to subsidize the latter route 'vithout making use of the 
route through Newfoundland would be to give an unfair trade advantage to a po,verful state-aided 
combination of railway and shipping interests over a rival undertaking. 
It would be a combination by the n1other country and the more powerful of the Colonies tending 
to cripple an enterprise \vhich would do much to assist the development of one of the other Colonies 
It is hardly conceivable that an In1perial subsidy should be given for such a purpose. 
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It is not as if the value of the route through N e\vfoundland had not been recognized. In 1873 a 
Select Con1mittee of the Canadian House of Commons, appointed to inquire into the best and most direct 
route for mails and passengers between Europe and An1erica, reported in favour of it, and its establishment 
at that time \Vas only prevented, partly, as the Ne'lv York Herald has pointed out, by the refusal of 
N e·wfoundland to enter the Canadian Confederation, and partly because of the obstacle created by the 
French Treaty rights which no longer exist. 
'Ir,; 
There is no reason, therefore, ·why the Newfoundland route should not no\v beco1ne an accomplished 
fact; and only so lately as the 28th July, 1906, II is Excellency Earl Grey, the Governor-General of 
Canada, speaking a.t St. J ohn·s, said he believed that city was destined to become the tenninus of a fast line 
of Atlantic stea1ners. 
The fulfiln1ent of that belief is a 1natter not merely of local i1nportance to N e\vfoundland, but to the 
Empire as a whole. 
The Times has she\vn very clearly that, for strategic reasons, the exclusion of N e\vfoundland fro1n 
the 1\ll-Recl Route is undesirable; for that Colony, although unable to contribute the large subsidies 
offered by the other Colonies, is able to contribute \vhat, f rorn an In1perial point of vie\v, is quite as 
important, a con1111anding position, \Vhich is \vorth n1ore than n1oney. 
Newfoundland has been fittingly sty led the " Gate-keeper of the St. Lawrence," and in tin1e of war 
the island would become the key to the whole chain of proposed In1perial inter-comn1unication. It would 
' 
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be comparatively easy to blockade the Belle Isle and the Cabot Straits, but exceedingly difficult to blockade 
the whole Eastern Coast of Newfoundland. Moreover, the inclusion of the Colony in the All-Red Route 
would not entail any sacrifice ; far fron1 that, it would strengthen the project commercially, as well as 
strategically. Indeed, it 111ay be asserted with some confidence that it is only by taking advantage of the 
geographical position of Newfoundland that the Gulf of St. Lawrence can be used at the same time both for 
.a fast mail route and a profitable freight route. 
The route from Liverpool to Quebec, by way of Green Bay and Gaspe, or Chatham, though 
considerably shorter as well as safer than the Southerly route by Cape Race, is not very greatly 
shorter than the Northerly route by the Delle Isle Straits. The time taken by the mails, if sent 
through Green Bay, would, however, be considerably less than if they were sent by the Northerly route 
direct, as the .delays due to the difficult navigation of the Straits would be avoided. 
The approach to Green Bay is clear of all difficulties, and is singularly free from fog, passing, as it does, 
.to the North of the Grand Banks, and to the South of the dense fog 'vhich during the summer months 
envelopes the Straits like a shroud. There is also but little fog on that portion of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence which lies between Bonne Bay and either Gaspe or Chatham. 
How great a hindrance and danger to navigation the Belle Isle fog is n1ay be judged from the 
following extracts taken from the Newfoundland and Labrador Pilot (4th edit., 1907), published by order of 
the Admiralty:-
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" In the strait of Belle Isle dense fog prevails during summer, and sometimes lasts for several days 
.at a time. From June to September, 1898, thick fog \Vas prevalent, with either easterly or westerly 
. d ,, 
"\Vln S. -p. 14. 
" J)uring a period of 40 days in July and August, \Vhen simultaneous obserYations were rnade on both 
sides of the strait, fog, mist, etc., occurred on 60 per cent. of the days on the Labrador side, and on· 40 per 
cent. on the Newfoundland side."- p. 626. 
The danger arising from this constant fog is heightened by the ever-present danger of ice. " In 1898 
many bergs were from l 50 to 200 ft. in height, and son1e 500 to 600 ft. in breadth. Some of the bergs 
ground, while others change their positions . . . . The bergs wen~ n1uch more numerous in son1e seasons 
than in others ; 200 bergs and large pieces of ice \Vere counted in the strait in August of one year, whilst 
only half-a-dozen could be seen in the follo,ving August. \iVith westerly winds the strait is often clear of 
bergs. The bergs are a considerable source of danger to shipping during the prevalent thick fogs."-
pp. 25, 26. 
Sir Robert Bond, in a speech made in the N e\vfoundland House of Assembly, on the 28th February, 
i907, quoted a letter from the late Principal Grant to the Toronto Globe, which depicts these perils 
vividly-
" The inexorable logic of events has proved that the Belle Isle and St. La\vrence route for a 
fast passenger and n1ail service has not the confidence of capitalists and great shipping companies. 
'fhe 1nen who know it best, the experienced capitalists connected 'vith the Al1an, Dominion, Beaver, 
and other lines, have fought shy of it, except on condition that delays occasioned by fog should not be 
counted; that is, on condition that 've should pay handsomely for a fast line and not get it. They 
have sho,vn \vhat they think by their action and by their inaction, and the other great line, ·which is 
Canadian in origin· the Cunard-agrees with them. \Vhat is the use of knocking our heads any 
longer against a stone 'vall, or trying to bribe men to try the impossible ? The St. Lawrence route is 
the one he\ved out by nature for the transportation of freight and for those passengers-and their 
number is likely to increase- who are not supremely anxious for speed, and who find pleasure in two 
or three days on the river and gulf and strait before launching out on the Atlantic. But any man 'vho 
has hung about the Straits of Belle Isle in a fog, and seen the fog lift, only to display fixed brown 
rocks, and floating 'vhite rocks, all round him, or \vho knows son1ething of the currents, cross-currents, 
shoals, narro,vs and fogs bet,veen the Straits and Quebec, must shrink in terror from den1anding that 
ships shrill dash through such an environment at the rate of hventy or t'venty-three miles an hour. 
Dash through fog in mid-ocean if you like. The danger there is at a minimum, because the ocean 
routes are 'vell defined. Dash at hventy miles an hour up to the neighbourhood of Green Bay, or 
Halifax, or New York, but on peril of having a La Boztr,Rog11e horror re-enacted t'vo or three times a 
year, do not try it in the long internal waterway which extends f ron1 Belle Isle to Quebec, or 
Montreal.'' 
And the enu1neration of shipping disasters given by the New York Herald den1onstrates even more 
forcibly the risks of the St. Lawrence route, both by the Straits of Belle Isle and by the Cabot Straits, 
for steamships at all approaching in speed those plying to Ne'v York. 
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If Green Bay, Newfoundland, 'vere to be 111ade a port of call for the n1ails, and for such passengers 
as might wish to avail themselves of the 111ore rapid route, these risks 'vould be minin1ized, as the 
steamers, after leaving their mails there, vv·ould not be pressed for time when proceeding on their journey. 
To do this would entail but a small divergence from the northern route, as the distance fro1n Green 
Bay to the Straits is only 141 miles; whilst it 'vould enable the n1ails to be delivered more quickly in 
Quebec and Montreal, and a great deal 111ore quickly in Halifax, and in St. John, N .B., as well as in 
Boston and New York. 
To n1ake Quebec the distributing point of the mails is to deprive the 111aritime Provinces as 'vell as 
Newfoundland of the natural advantage they possess by reason of their greater proxin1ity to Europe. 
But if they were to be sent by way of Green Bay to Gaspe or Chatham, Quebec and Montreal would 
not suffer, and Nova Scotia and New Brunswick would receive the1n in their proper geographical sequence. 
Prince Edward Island and Cape Breton (in connection with the Reid-Newfoundland Railway through 
Port aux-Basques) would also profit by a speedier connection with Europe; whilst the spirit of the 
resolution adopted at the Colonial Conference 'vould be carried into effect, for Newfoundland 'vould not 
be isolated, but would share with the other Colonies the advantage of being brought into closer touch 
\Vith the mother country and with the rest of the Empire. 
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THE PROPOSED NEWFOUNDLAND ROUTE TO CANADA. 
" T HERE is a gratifying concensus of opinion that it is in the interest of the En1pire th'.lt its 
different portions should, in the language of the resolution unanimously adopted by the In1perial 
Conference at its final sitting, 'be connected by the best possible i11eans of mail com1nunication, 
travel, and transportation.' It is, too, comn1on ground that the first and inost important link of this 
Imperial chain of com1nunication i11ust connect Great Britain 'vith the Don1inion of Canada. At first 
sight the most direct and the most obvious means of forging this link appears to be by the establishment 
of a fast service of steamers bet,veen a British and a Canadian µort ; but there is an alternative scheme, 
which, while leaving Great Britain an<i Canada at the terminals of the chain, would, as its supporters 
claim, not only ·without injury to either British or Canadian interests, but with positive advantages to 
both, include N evvfoundland, our oldest colony, as an integral part of the plan. 
"There is reason to believe that this scheme 'vas forn1ally brought to the notice of the Home 
Government and of the Colonial Pren1iers by Sir Robert Bond, and its claims 'vill, no doubt, meet 
with the fullest consideration at the hands of the committee of experts to \Vhom Mr. Lloyd-George 
suggested that all the proposals put forward should be referred. In Newfoundland the scheme has been 
fully and exhaustively discussed in both Houses of the Legislature, and has met with the unanimous 
and enthusiastic support of the entire population, from the Governor do\vnwards. The proposal has a 
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two-fold aspect. It involves, in the first place, the establishment of a line of fast stean1ers running 
between a British port and a port on the eastern shore of Newfoundland, the construction of a broad-
gauge line of railway across the colony, and a steamer service between a port on the west coast and a 
Canadian port. The second portion of the scheme is much more ambitious. It involves the building 
of a railway up the great Northern Peninsula of Newfoundland to the Straits of Belle Isle, the 
construction of a tunnel under the straits to Labrador, and the building of a railway through Labrador 
connected with the Canadian system of railways, thus giving a continuous line of co1nmunication 
between the Pacific Coast of the Don1inion of Canada and N e,vfoundland, and enabling the farmers of 
the North-West to transport their grain and cattle TNitbout breaking the bulk to a port which is only 
r,760 miles distant from Ireland. Great as they 'vould be in ti1ne of peace, the advantages of such a 
route would, in time of war, be incalculable. The task of the Navy in protecting the food supplies of 
these islands would be enonnously simplified if the bulk of those supplies came across less than 2,000 
miles of ocean in the North Atlantic. 
"For the moment, however, this larger scheme is merely foreshadowed as so1nething which n1ay yet 
be accomplished in the future, though a future ·which is not far distant. What Newfoundland offers as 
an immediate solution of the problem of an Imperial route, linking together the scattered portions of 
the Empire, is a route which, passing through Newfoundland, will provide a quicker service, shorter 
sea passage, and a safer and inore co1nfortable journey than any other route which can be suggested. 
This scheme rests primarily, and n1ainly, on the all-important fact of the existence of a probable 
practically fog-free zone between the eastern coast of Newfoundland and the British Isles. Sir Robert 
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VIEW OF TABLELAND IN THE INTERIOR OF LABRADOR, taken from a hill situated between the St. Marguerite and Moisie Rivers, 
about fifty miles in from Bay of Seven Islands. 
"The interior of the Peninsula is almost flat, so that in an area of 200,000 square miles there is not a difference of general level of more than 
jOO or 400 feet, and the highest general level of the interior is under z,500 feet . A belt of land somewhat higher than the general interior follows 
the St. I.,awrence coast a short distance inland." 
Rej;ort on Exploratio11s in tlie Labrador Pe11ins11la. By l\Ir. A. P. Low. Geological S11r'tJey of Canada. 
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Bond, speaking in the House of Assen1bly, stated the case for this zone as follows:-' There is a 
section of the North Atlantic \vhich, after careful and prolonged examination, has been declared to be 
an almost entirely fog-free zone. The United States \i\T eather Bureau issues n1onthly pilot charts of 
the North Atlantic Ocean. In order to make these charts as efficient and helpful as possible, blanks 
are provided to masters and o\vners, in \Vh ich is to be filled such inforn1a tion as to fogs, ice, and gales, 
as inay come to their knowledge. This has been carried out for a number of years, 'vith the result 
that the existence of an almost entirely fog-free and \Vind-free zone has been placed beyond question.' 
The contention thus made by the Newfoundland Premier has been endorsed by so careful and 
distinguished a scientific authority as the Governor of the colony, Sir \Villiam l\Iacgregor, who, in 
opening the Session of the last Legislature, declared :-' The geographical position of Newfoundland 
rendered it an essential link in any scheme of rapid transit between the old and new worlds. Scientific 
investigation has proved beyond question the existence of a fog-free zone stretching eastward from 
Green Bay, N e\vfoundland, in a direct line towards the British Isles. As an I 111 perial trade a venue the 
proposed service would stand unrivalled, and \vould be of the first importance to the Empire. ' Jn order 
to give proof of its belief in the practicability of this scheme, the Newfoundland Government, in 
January last, entered into a contract for the establishment of the necessary line of steamers and the 
construction of a railway across the island, undertaking to pay for a period of 25 years from the date 
of the inauguration of the service an annual subsidy of $75,000 (£15,000), and giving the contractors 
land and mineral rights along the proposed railway, covering an area of 125,000 acres. 
"The terminal ports in Newfoundland have been selected at Green Bay on the east coast, and at 
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Bay of Islands on the west coast, and the length of the connecting railway is 85 iniles. The contractors 
have two years in which to begin the ·work, and that must be completed within five years from the 
confirmation of the agreement by the Legislature. The service is to be weekly, and on the Atlantic 
section boats of not less than 17 knots must be employed, though it is contemplated that steamers of 
much higher speed will be used. The contractors are also given the right, within certain specified dates, 
of continuing the line through the Northern Peninsula, tunnelling under the Straits of Belle Isle, and 
building a railway, in that portion of Labrador 'vhich is under the jurisdiction of the N e\vfoundland 
Government, to the frontier of the Dominion of Canada. 
"No condition is imposed as to the choice of terminal ports in Great Britain or Canada, and the 
contractors are free to select such ports on either side of the Atlantic as may offer the greatest facilities 
for the service. It is understood that on the Canadian side a port in the province of Gaspe may be 
selected, but other ports are under consideration. On this side several ports, both in Ireland and in 
England, are receiving attention, but it is not without significance that during the recent visit of the 
Colonial Premiers to Bristol, both Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir Robert Bond made pointed reference to 
the ancient connexion between the western port and the colonies they represented. The inost obvious 
criticism of the proposals advocated by Sir Robert Bond is that the N e,vfoundland scheme involves a 
break in the journey across the Atlantic. It is recognised that until the Belle Isle Strait and Labrador 
route is established the Newfoundland route cannot offer the same facilities for transportation as would 
a direct steamship route between a British and a Canadian port, and for that reason Sir Robert Bond 
and his supporters at present confine their claim to providing the best route for the conveyance of mails 
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and passengers. Elaborate calculations have been inade, showing that a very appreciable saving of 
tin1e would be effected between this country and all the great centres in Canada and the United States, 
and beyond to the Pacific coast, Australia, New Zealand, and Japan. These calculations will, no 
doubt, in due course be subjected to critical examination at the hands of the expert commissioners to 
be appointed by the home and colonial Governments. Everything turns on the existence of the fog-free 
zone, and both the British and Canadian Governments may be trusted, in view of the strategical and 
commercial importance of the issues involved, to take the necessary steps to satisfy then1sel ves as to the 
validity of the claim advanced by the Newfoundland Government." 
TIIE NEW YO RK IIERALD, Paris, April 9th, 1907. 
(Fron1 the NEW YORK HERALD.) 
" F E \V subjects possess such a fascination for the great mass of dwellers on the American and 
European continents who maintain an interest in questions of fast Atlantic steamship travel as that 
of shortening the ocean journey. Thousands of voyagers every year are subject to misery from 
sea-sickness, and still greater multitudes are deterred fron1 travel entirely by the fear of the suffering they 
n1ust endure from this cause in a six or eight days' sea trip. Hence proposals for reducing the length of 
time spent at sea by utilizing the nearest point of land in both hemispheres have always met with a 
favourable reception, and numerous projects with this end in view have been presented to the world within 
the last fifty years. 
" The first of these, and one which actually took form, was the establishn1ent of a line of steamers 
between Galway, Ireland, and St. John's, Newfoundland, half a century ago, which ships formed a 
connecting link between the two worlds before the first Atlantic cable was laid, and when the land lines 
extended to these points. 
" The next was the original scheme of the Cunard ships, to ply bet\veen Halifax, Nova Scotia, and 
Liverpool, England, with the idea that passengers would make the rest of the trip to or from metropolitan 
points, like New York, by rail. Sir Sandford Fleming, the distinguished engineer who figured so largely in 
the construction of Canada's Inter-colonial and Pacific railways, contemplated, forty years ago,. the extension 
of the forn1er across Newfoundland, and the running of fast steamers between St. John's and a west of 
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THE BASIN, SOUTH-EAST ARM, BONNE BAY. (Western Terminus of Proposed Line). 
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Ireland port. Newfoundland, however, declined to enter the Canadian federation, and the project came 
to nought. 
AMERICAN VENTURE. 
" In 1881 an American Corporation planned a sin1ilar venture, and 'The Great American and European 
Short Line Railway and Steamship Company' was launched, intending to use Newfoundland as the chief 
feature of the scheme; and the present system of railways in that island owes its initiaton to that idea-
one, however, which " ' as destined to utter failure. 
" Always the Canadian capitalists of Quebec and Ontario ain1ed to make Montreal the western terminal 
for a short line, but the St. Lawrence route suffered fro1n the objection that it was icebound from December 
r to May r in each year; that from May r until July, and sometimes August, it was only approachable by 
skirting around the south coast of Newfoundland ; that merely from August until September was Belle Isle 
Strait, the shortest waterway, available; and that always, because of fog on the Grand Banks, ice along the 
Newfoundland and Labrador coasts, uncharted and variable currents in the Strait and about Cape Race, 
and reefs and sandbars in the river, the percentage of shipping catastrophes on this route was so large that 
marine underwriters charged twice the insurance rates that they did for American ports. It would take all 
the space devoted to this article to catalogue all the wrecks on the St. Lawrence route in the last fifty years; 
let it suffice to quote one which happened to each of the principal stean1ship con1panies plying there in 
recent years. 
MANY WRECKS. 
" In October, r 899, the big Dominion liner S cotsman went ashore on Belle Isle, and became a total 
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vvreck. In July, 1904, the C.P.R. liner Monterey n1et a similar fate on St. Pierre-::.\1iquelon. In November, 
1905, the Allan liner Bavarian struck on Wye Rock, forty iniles below Quebec, and was not refloated until 
thirteen inonths aftenvard. 
'' Two recent mishaps to British warships will serve to further emphasize the perils of this route. In 
Septen1ber, rgor, the Indefatigable was sent up from Quebec to Montreal to take part in the celebration 
there of the visit of the present Prince and Princess of \Vales to Canada, but struck a ledge in the river 
and sustained dan1age which cost $ 120,000 to repair. 
" In August, 1906, the first class cruiser Dominion was sent to Quebec on a ceremonial visit, but 
grounded on a spit, and was so badly injured that she had to be ordered to Bermuda for repair, and it has 
been recently asserted that her back vvas broken and that she \vould never be good for anything again 
except for harbour duty. 
STILL ANOTHER FAILURE. 
" In 1898 an English railway company identified itself with an entirely new transatlantic steamship 
project-one from Milford Haven, in \!Vales, to Paspebiac, in Gaspe Bay, Quebec. This scheme had much 
to commend it in some respects. Milford is a deep water port, accessible at all times and under all 
conditions, as Liverpool and Glasgow are not, and it is also nearer to London and the southern part of 
England. On this side of the water the selection of Gaspe Bay, which is the portion of Quebec Province 
just outside the St. Lawrence River and near Anticosti, insured that it would be accessible all through 
December, after the river was frozen up, and, the approach being deep and without submerged obstructions, 
navigation there had none of the terrors which attend voyaging in the river itself. 
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" It \Vas hoped by the promoters of the scheme that Paspebiac would eventually displace Quebec and 
Montreal as Canada's great national shipping port, as the Inter-colonial Railway passed near it, and it was 
possible for all other rail way lines to connect with it likewise, while the natural advantage of the location 
made possible the manifold expansion of the comn1ercial facilities of the place. But the scheme ·was 
wrecked by over-confidence. The promoters declared that the route was navigable the 'vhole year round, 
and, having purchased the German liner, Fulda, re-named her the Gaspesia, and started her out in January to 
attempt to prove this. She got to Paspebiac safely, but \vhen returning was caught in the ice and remained 
drifting about in the ice floes until the end of April, \vhen she was cut free by the Newfoundland sealer, 
Kite, and towed to St. Joh n's with a damaged rudder and otherwise crippled. The incidental cost 
bankrupted the enterprise, as well as demonstrated the futility of mid-winter voyaging in this area, and the 
Gaspe scheme has never revived since, though it is destined to bear fruit at some future period, in the 
judgment of careful students of maritime problems associated with Canada's eastern shore. 
SYDNEY ADVOCATED. 
" In 1902 the clai1ns of Sydney, Cape Breton, as an all-the-year-round terminal for a short line, were 
energetically advocated by son1e enthusiastic but ill-informed writers in the Canadian and British press, and 
an attempt was made to promote a company to establish a line to ply there, a strong argument in favour of 
Sydney being that it is the seat of the great coalfields of Cape Breton, so that bunkering would be simplified, 
while, if it were stipulated that the liners were to use Cape Race route (south of N e,vfoundland) in plying to 
and from Quebec and Montreal during the period of open navigation ·with these ports, the ships could stop 
25 
at Sydney to em bark and debark passengers and mails, which would be a great ad vantage to the people of 
mariti1ne Canada and the Eastern States. This project likewise can1e to nothing, for the experience of 
sealing and coasting steamers on the Newfoundland seaboard proved that during February, March, and 
April at least it would be hopeless for ocean liners to attempt to even approach Sydney, not to speak of 
rnaking fast runs there, because of the immense fields of ice dispersed over the Grand Banks and into which 
no prudent shipmaster would ever venture his vessel. 
EXPERIMENT WITH MAILS. 
" In June, r905, moreover, "\vhen the Allan line's new turbiners, the Victorian and Virginian, were first 
placed on the Canadian route, their owners and the Canadian Government tried the experiment of taking the 
mails from the latter liner off Sydney, transferring then1 to the cruiser, Canada, and running the111 into that 
port, where a special train was ·waiting to convey then1 to Montreal. It was hoped to break all records of 
transatlantic mail delivery, but the ship met ice and fog off the Grand Banks, and sustained considerable 
delay, so that the experiment "\Vas a failure, and it was never repeated. 
" Last year one of the big Canadian railway companies, which are the rivals of the C. P.R., conceived 
the idea of extending its lines eastward through the southern portion of Labrador, parallel with Belle Isle 
Strait, to the eastern face of the peninsula, thus securing a direct outlet on the Atlantic, and operating a line 
of fast ocean steamers between there and the British Isles. This is admittedly the shortest air line between 
the two ·worlds, and would be available at least for as long as l\1ontreal and Quebec are accessible by the 
Belle Isle route, if not longer, but it is highly in1probable that such a project will take practical shape for 
very many years. 
26 
BIRCHY LAKE. Mile 27 of Survey. 
27 
" This section of Quebec is now but sparsely settled, and is not likely to be n1ore densely populated in 
the near future, and Labrador is altogetber unpeopled except by fisherfolk along its coast line, while it is 
seamed by mighty rivers and topographically presents the greatest obstacles to the construction of a railway 
line with the easy gradients essential to the haulage of freight and passengers under modern conditions. 
Competent engineers travelled through the Labrador wilderness last surnmer to acquire information on 
these points, and the results of their observations are embodied in the foregoing sentences. 
TWO RIVAL PROJECTS . 
"The opening of 1907 sa\v t\vo rival short line projects launched. One contemplates t\venty-t\vo knot 
steamers bet\veen Killary, or so1ne other Irish port, and Green Bay, on the north-east coast of 
Newfoundland, whence a raihvay line \vould cross this island, and a stea1n ferry of equal speed convey 
passengers and mails to and fron1 Canada. This project is based on the fact that scientific inquiry 
has proved that there is a fog zone stretching east\varcl from Green Bay to n1id-ocean, and that with the 
utilization of Newfoundland the real ocean voyage will be reduced to less than three days. Of course this 
route would not be possible in micl-,,yinter, as then ice floes block the approach, but for the rest of the year it 
would offer an ideal trip sufficiently diversified to fon11 an unending source of pleasure to those travelling by 
it, and passing through an area remote f rorn the torrid sum1ner heat of the A1nerican States, and possessing a 
climate more salubrious than any which is traversed by stean1ship lines at present. 
" With the powerful backing of Lord Strathcona, who offered to contribute a n1illion dollars to it, the 
proposal for a trans-Atlantic express service bet\veen Blacksod Bay, I relancl, and Halifax, Nova Scotia, all the 
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year round, was given to the world in January. It conte1nplates the employn1ent of twenty-five knot 
steamers, equal in every respect to the nevv turbine-propelled Cunard liners, Lusitania and Mauretania, plying 
on the New ·York route, and is being received with great enthusias1n throughout the Don1inion. Objection is 
offered in son1e quarters to the selection of an Irish port, on the ground that this ·would involve an additional 
short journey by stean1er fro1n Holyhead to Dublin and then a short raihvay journey across Ireland to 
Blacksod, 'vith the delays inevitable in t'vice transferring passengers, mails, baggage and express freight, 
besides the probability of sea-sickness in the Irish Channel and the inconvenience incidental to these transfers, 
while if an English Port like Milford, Ply1nouth or Southa1npton were to be chosen, probably as speedy a 
voyage n1ight be n1ade, and the steainer could also touch at French and Gennan ports or connect directly with 
s1naller siea1ners plying thereto, so as to obtain a larger share of the Continental passenger traffic. 
FOR AN ENGLISH PORT. 
" It \Vill be remembered that the White Star Line about the same time announced the withdrawal of its 
finest boats fro1n Liverpool to run between New York and Southan1pton in future, so as to cater for this 
continental trade, and also because of the superior advantages fro1n the point of vie'v of the first-class 
passengers in e1nbarking and debarking at a port so near London as Southampton is, and with equal facilities 
to those of Liverpool for the assembling or distributing of passengers all over England and Scotland. 
"It may, therefore, be decided, \vhen the Canadian scheme assumes practical shape, if it does in the 
near future, to choose an English port, thus obviating the need of the extra transfers already mentioned. 
The advantages of Halifax, on this continent, are such as to leave it no serious Canadian competitor. The 
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2,100 miles between it and Blacksod would be covered by twenty-five knot steamers in three days and twelve 
hours, and the railway journey from Halifax to Montreal in fifteen hours, while the 664 miles between Black-
sod and London should be covered in thirteen hours, so that it would be possible to transfer mails from 
London to Montreal or vice versa in four days and sixteen hours ; to Chicago in less than six days; to the 
Pacific coast in nine days; to Japan (with faster steamships than now) in seventeen days; and to Hong-Kong 
in twenty-two days. It is, indeed, asserted by the promoters of this sche1ne that they can deliver n1ails from 
Londori in Chicago in exactly the same time it now takes for the fastest liners to steatn fron1 Liverpool to 
Ne-vv York. 
ADVANTAGES POINTED OUT. 
"The great advantage of this service would be that it can be maintained for the entire year, though 1n 
the n1ontfis of February, March and i\pril, when the ocean off Newfoundland is covered with ice floes, it 
would not be possible to make rapid runs, as considerable detours would have to be made to skirt round the 
floes if they ·were too thick to force through, while if they were negotiated it would have to be at slo-vv speed, 
o·wing to the risk of serious injury to the hull or propeller. Mr. Robert Reford, however, the Montreal agent 
of the Do1ninion line, who is a great advocate of Halifax, though living in the rival port, declares that, 
properly 1nanaged, such a service could be run at one-half the expense of equally good services betvveen 
Liverpool and New York, and the tin1e of transit between all the important cities of Great Britain and 
~ also of Europe and Canadian cities and United States western cities and the cities of Asia be reduced one-
half, t.hus guaranteeing the financial success of the undertaking." 
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" The project for a line via Newfoundland has this in its favour-that it represents the saving of 
another twenty-four hours in the transatlantic passage. From Cape Race, N .F., to Halifax, N .S., is about 
460 miles, or, say, twenty hours for an ocean 'greyhound.' A further gain would be obtained by the greater 
speed of the railway trains across the island, which it is proposed to run by electricity obtained fro1n water 
power in the interior of the country, and the smaller steamers to ply across the gulf would maintain a speed 
at least equal to that of the ocean flyers. 
OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNOR. 
" 1'he prospects, then, should be for a route that \vould attract those who are eager to make the very 
quickest journeys, and it should also become the favourite mail route and largely develop tourist traffic. In 
foreshado·wing the proposal to the Legislature of N e·wfoundlancl the Governor observed :-
" ' The geographical position of this island renders it an essential link in any scheme for rapid trans-
mission between the Old World and the New. 
•' ' Nature seen1s to have done everything possible to facilitate such an enterprise. Scientific 
investigation has proved beyond question that there is a fog-free zone stretching east\vard from Green Bay, 
Newfoundland, in a direct line to-wards the British Isles. On the east and west coasts of this island are 
harbours which rnay be properly classed an1ong the finest in the world, and several hundred n1iles nearer 
Europe than any other portion of the continent of America. As offering an Imperial trade avenue, the 
proposed service stands unrivalled and is of the first iinportance to the einpire. I ts strategic advantages are 
not likely to be overlooked by IIis Majesty's Government. This great project which is to be presented to 
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us, and towards the accomplishment of ·which our co-operation has been invited, opens to view a future 
stored with the elements of colonial progress and prosperity, and will, upon completion, enable His Majesty's 
possessions on this side of the Atlantic to direct their resources and their outcon1e into a broad channel of 
national solidarity.'" 
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TIIE MORNING POS1T, )l1arclt 5tlz, 1907. 
A NEW IMPERIAL ROUTE. 
THE NEWFOUNDLAND SCHE:\IE. 
STRATEGIC AND COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGES. 
" MY v1evv is that it is a great Imperial schen1e-using ' Imperial' in the best sense.'' 
It \Vas in these words (writes a correspondent of the J1lonzing Post) that Mr. H. C. Thomson 
replied to a question I had put to hin1 as to the proposals which Sir Robert Bond has just 
submitted to the Newfoundland L egislature for establishing a ne\v route between E urope and America. 
:vrr. Thon1son is the originator of the schc1ne, and one of the contractors '":ith \vhom the Government of 
Newfoundland has entered into a provisional contract, and there is no one better qualified to describe 
what the scheme is, ho\v it is proposed to carry it out, and \vhat its supporters hope it will accon1plish. 
" The Bill now before the Newfoundland Legislature," said l\I r. Thomson, ''is one to approve 
and confirm an agreement into which the Government of the Colony, Sir \Villian1 McGregor, has entered 
with my co-contractors, Messrs. Ochs Brothers, and inyself. I \vill tell you in a few words wh:tt the 
object of our scheme is It is to provide a route between the two continents \vhich shall be shorter 
than any existing route, and which shall involve a much shorter sea passage. L ook," continued Mr. 
Thomson, " at the globe. It is no use looking a t an ordinary inap on l\1ercator's Projection, because 
that will only n1islead you. But on the globe you will see that Newfoundland lies right across the 
shortest route between the two continents.'' 
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"That I am afraid,'' I observe, "is a statement which will startle a good many people." 
"Yet it is none the less true," replied lV.Ir. Thon1son. " I don't think it could be more clearly put 
than it was in a statement n1ade by Sir Robert Bond some time ago. This is what he said: 'A study 
of the inap discloses the fact that lines dra,vn fron1 any part of the American Continent to the British 
Isles all run through Newfoundland. Passengers from the Southern, Central and Western States; from 
New York, England, and the Atlantic seaboard; from Western Canada, Ontario, and Quebec- all can 
make a shorter and quicker journey via the island than otherwise. Nature appears to have designed 
Newfoundland as the great central point for handling the commerce of the two hemispheres. St John's 
is 1,300 miles nearer England than New York is; and, stranger still, St. John's is 900 miles nearer to 
points in Central and Southern Europe.'" 
" But already there are surely stean1ship routes both to the north and south of Newfoundland ? " 
"Precisely," was the reply, " but both to the north and to the south there are fog areas which 
are both a danger and a hindrance to navigation. Now, the official charts both of Great Britain and 
of the United States prove that directly to the east of Newfoundland there is a zone of sea which is 
practically free from fog all the year round, and it is through that zone vve find the shortest route to 
these islands. Look at the map. You will see a great horn of land stretching northwards from the 
main body of Newfoundland. At the base of the horn are great indentations or fjords. What we 
propose to do is to build a port on Green Bay on the eastern coast of the island, and another port on 
the ¥lestern coast, in the Bay of Islands, to connect the two ports by a railway about eighty miles in 
length, and to provide a service of steamers, 'vhich 'vith this short railway journey will enable passengers 
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to reach not only Canada but New York, Chicago, and practically all parts of the United States from 
twenty-four to thirty-six hours sooner than by any other route. Our contract with the Newfoundland 
Government provides for a weekly service in both directions." 
" And is the route available all the year round ? " 
"No. It is available for about eight months-May to December. From January to April instead of 
using the railway route-Gaspe or son1e other port on the St. Lavvrence-we shall send our ships direct to 
St. John's, which is always free from ice, and then to Halifax or so1ne other suitable port on the New 
England coast." 
" And you think you \vill attract sufficient traffic to ensure success ? " 
" I entertain no doubt on the subject. Remen1ber, it is the high-class passenger traffic, and the mails, we 
shall cater for, and in these days of rush the shortest route, especially when it is also the safest and most 
comfortable, 'vill inevitably attract passengers. Remember, also, that it is not only to Canada and the 
United States that \Ve shall be able to provide a quicker passage, for in conjunction \vith the Canadian lines 
we should be able to provirle a through service to Australia and the Far East, \vhich will not only be 
quicker than the Suez Canal route to the Far East, but in ti1ne of war infinitely less exposed to attack. 
Indeed, for China and Japan, it \voulcl be a counterpoise to the Siberian Railway. We shall, too, by way of 
one of the Mexican ports, be able to provide a shorter route to the \Vestern coast of South America; so you 
see there are infinite possibilities in the scheme. But, for the moment," said lVIr. Thomson, "let us return 
to Newfoundland.'' 
"No doubt that Colony stands to gain largely if this scheme can be carried through?" 
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" Unquestionably. Newfoundland is a land of undeveloped resources. The N e\vfoundland Govern-
ment recognises the importance of the scheme to the Colony; so do the public. For building the railway we 
are to receive a land grant not exceeding 125,000 acres with all the inineral rights, and for carrying the mails 
the Colony is to give us an annual subsidy of $]5,000. Other Governments ·which \vill benefit by an 
accelerated mail service will also no doubt grant us subsidies." 
"I gather that the new route will not offer any great co1nmercial advantages? " 
"You must not run away with that irnpression. It is true that, owing to the break of bulk in 
Newfoundland for the su1nmer service, we do not anticipate that \Ve shall divert inuch of the heavy 
traffic from other routes. But there is one important trade, the conditions of ·which rnay be materially 
modified by the ne\v route. You kno\v ho\v greatly cattle deteriorate during a long sea journey. \i\T ell, 
along the line of the proposed railway, between the ports, there is excellent pasturage, and if Canadian and 
American cattle, after their long and tiring railway journey fro1n the Far \i\T est, were landed at our eastern 
port, pastured for a month or six weeks, and then sent to these islands by a sea journey only lasting three 
days, they would arrive in very inuch better condition than they do no\v, and would be proportionately more 
valuable." 
"And is that your final plan? I have seen some mention of a tunnel under the Straits of Belle Isle." 
"Ah," said l\1r. Thomson, "that is by no n1eans the least in1portant part of the business. As it stands, 
the scheme is a good one, but \vhat I really \Vant to see is a continuous line of corr..munication behveen 
Newfoundland and the Pacific Coast. Think what that would mean for the Canadian farn1er, and the British 
consu1ner; think what it would n1ean for the Empire in point of security. St. John's is an open port all the 
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year round, and there is only the Straits of Belle Isle breaking the continuity of land between St. John's and 
the Pacific Coast of Canada. In the agreement under the consideration of the Newfoundland Legislature 
the contractors are granted the right to commence, ·within eight years after the confirmation of the 
agreement, the construction of a railway to the Straits of Belle Isle, and thence through the Newfound-
land territory of Labrador to the boundary of the Province of Quebec. I ought to explain here that 
both sides of the Straits of Belle Isle belong to the Colony of N e,;vfoundland. The Straits of Belle 
Isle are a little over nine miles across, with a maximum depth of 270-ft., and, if this raihvay is built 
\vithin seven years after its commencement, we have the right to construct a tunnel under the Straits, 
or we can establish a ferry service, using ice breakers in winter, as is done on Lake Baikal and 
elsewhere. You will see that \Vith a maximum depth of 270-ft. the tunnel would be a perfectly feasible 
undertaking. The Channel Tunnel would be about the same depth, but more than twice as long." 
" That would involve a new railway through the Canadian territory of Labrador ? " 
"Certainly, and we have powers to connect with any such line. There are, indeed, several charters 
1n existence providing for construction of a line through Labrador. Nor are there any engineering or 
climatic difficulties of an insurmountable character. Indeed, the line would not be a difficult one to 
make, while all our recent information as to Labrador points to its being a much richer country than 
anyone has hitherto imagined." 
"J\nd if this continuous communication were established, \Vhat would be the advantages it offers 
over other routes ? " 
" Let us put on one side," replied Mr. Thomson, ''the question of a quicker route for passenger traffic, 
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FLOWERS COVE, CHURCH AND VICARAGE, with Lighthouse in background, on Ne~foundland side of the Belle Isle Straits, 
and in the distance the dim outline of the Labrador Coast, on the opposite side of the Straits. 
with a sea route 'vhich might perhaps be reduced to t\vo and a half days--since that is such an obvious 
advantage. But bear this in mind. Every year these islands become more and more dependent for their 
food supplies on other countries. In tin1e of peace the route would offer special advantages for the transport 
of grain, as well as of cattle. Mr. T. 0. Davis, M.P. for the Province of Saskatchewan, has stated that 
what the \Vestern farmers \Vant is continuous transport to an ocean port open 'vinter as 'vell as summer. 
This our route 'vould give them, thus benefiting both the Canadian farmer and the British consumer. But 
it is in \Var time that the population of the British Isles ·would realise n1ost strongly the value of this route. 
Our danger in 'var tin1e 'vould be from a shortage of supplies rather than from direct attack. \Ve could be 
starved out n1uch n1ore easily than 've could be beaten. You 'vill no doubt say that \Ve must rely on our 
Navy to protect our commerce; but think how enormously the task of our ·warships \vould be facilitated if 
they had only this con1paratively short distance to protect. If St. John's ·were to be made our terminal 
point, on the other side of the Atlantic there 'vould be only r,600 miles of sea between it and Ireland, and the 
North Atlantic 'vould practically be converted into a British sea. From a strategic point of vie\v the 
possession of such a route ·would be of n1ore value to us in tin1e of \Var than many battleships.'' 
" This, then, is a question \vhich closely concerns the Imperial Governn1ent ? " 
"\!Vell," replied Mr. Thomson. "that is a subject as to 'vhich you may draw your o'vn conclusions; 
but for the moment I a1n afraid I cannot discuss it." 
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71HE DAILY GHRO.NIOLE, April 23rd, 1907. 
NEW EMPIRE LINK. 
SHORTENING THE ROUTE TO OUR COLONIES. 
IMPORTANT SCHEME. 
"T HE undertaking is one to link closer the Motherland and the great States that con1pnse Great 
Britain, to establish the shortest and at the san1e time safest route between Europe and America, 
and to reduce the time at present occupied in transit from Europe to the Orient. 
" This is how Sir Robert Bond, Prime Minister of Newfoundland, describes the new scheme which 
the Parliament of that Colony has just sanctioned. It is a subject which should interest the Colonial 
Conference, as one of the best ways of federating the E1npire is to bring its component parts nearer to 
each other in point of time. 
''The new transit route has immense possibilities if carried out in its entirety. A beginning has been 
made. The N e\vfoundland Parliament has sanctioned a contract with Mr. H. C. Thomson and Messrs. 
Ochs Brothers, of London and Paris, to build a railway across Newfoundland from west to east, a 
distance of eighty-five miles. They are to receive a grant of 125,000 acres of land, including mineral 
rights, and a subsidy of £15,000 a year, in return for which they must provide an accelerated mail 
service by land and sea. Further, they have obtained power to construct a tunnel under the Straits of 
Belle Isle, ·which connect N e\vfoundland \vi th the L abrador coast, both sides of the Straits being under the 
government of the Colony. 
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" In considering the advantages of this scheme it should first be reme1nbered that the further north 
we go in crossing the Atlantic, or in going round the world, the shorter is the distance. N e\vfoundland 
is r,300 miles nearer England than is New York. From Liverpool to New York is 3,150 miles. From 
Liverpool to Green Bay, N e·wfoundland, is 2,009 miles. rfhe distance across Newfoundland is eighty-
five iniles. Pending the construction of the tunnel under the Straits of Belle Isle, which would link 
up the raihvay systems of the North American continent with N e\vfoundland, the route \voulcl be 
continued by stea1ner from the \Vest coast of N e\vfoundland to a port in Canada, a distance of 225 miles, 
making a total route 2,J49 n1iles, saving about seven hundred miles to reach a point fron1 \vhich it is 
easier to obtain access to all places in Canada) and to the Central and \Vestern States in America. 
Anyone \Vho exa1nines a map of the Northern Hemisphere on a globe \Vill see that a straight direct 
route bet\vecn London and .An1erica must pass through Newfoundland, even to the central An1erican 
cities, such as St. Louis, and to cities as far south as the capital of Mexico. 
FOG-FREE COURSE. 
" So much for the advantages of the sche1ne in its incon1plete state as regards distance. The route 
would be safe as \vell as quick. It happens that \vhile north and south of N e,vfounclland, the present 
steamship routes frequently pass through fogs, the mid-course is fog-free. It is proposed, therefore, to run a 
line of fast steainers fro1n a port in England, as Fishguard, l\Iilford Haven, or Plymouth, to Green Bay, 
ahnost in the n1idclle of the north-eastern coast of N e\vfoundland. rfhe bay is a natural harbour, and all 
that is required are quays and \Vharves to acco1n1nodate large ocean-going stean1ers. Fron1 Green Bay a 
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broad-gauge raihvay ·will run across N e,vfoundland to the Bay of Islands, not more than two hours' journey. 
Thence fast steamers 'vill cross to Gaspe, in New Brunswick, from which point co1nmunication will be made 
with the Canadian and American railway systems. Passengers going by this route will get to New York a 
day and a half sooner than by any of the existing routes, and save nearly half the sea journey. Such a route 
would, therefore, have the first call upon the mail service between Great Britain and Canada, and probably 
also for the American mails. But the eastern port of Newfoundland is not open all the year round. For 
four months, January to May, it is ice-bound. During that period the steamers would have to run direct to 
St. John's, in the south of Newfoundland, 'vhich is free all the year round. From thence they would go to 
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, or to Boston, making the journey longer, but still shorter than any of the southern 
routes. 
"NEARER THE ORIENT." 
"The route can come into operation as soon as the Newfoundland railway is built and stean1ers 
provided, which should not take n1any years. But the pron1oters of the scheme, and Sir Robert Bond, 
see much more in it than a business proposition, with accelerated service between Great Britain and 
America. They regard it as a matter of great Imperial concern, a scheme to link the Empire closer 
together, to render it more self-contained, and also to bring, as Sir Robert Bond says, Europe nearer the 
Orient. This can be done, to some extent, 'vithout further extension of the schen1e, but the realisation of all 
these advantages must wait for the construction of the Belle Isle tunnel, on the North American side, and the 
provision of a port in the west of Ireland. The construction of the Belle Isle tunnel is the more likely to be 
first carried out, as the scheme presents fe,v difficulties. The Straits of Belle Isle are nine miles in \vidth, as 
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compared with the largest existing tunnel, the Simplon, ·which is twelve and a quarter miles. The sea is 
25oft. deep. The railway would be built through the interior of Labrador, and would link up the great 
railway systems of Canada, so that if one landed at Green Bay or St. John's, in Newfoundland, they would 
go through without change to the Pacific coast, and to all central points in North America. Canada would 
have an all-the-year-round route straight to England. What would this mean? That wheat, instead of being 
stored in granaries to suit the seasons, would be shipped to England as required. It would not have to pass 
over American railways. 
COLONIAL TRADING BENEFITS. 
"The granary of the Einpire would be brought much nearer the centre of consumption. Cana<la 
would have a natural advantage which no preference could give. And not only in corn, but in all 
merchandise and in fruit and cattle. At present cattle coming from Western Canada are much 
deteriorated before they reach our shores, owing to the long sea voyage. By the new route not only 
\vould several days be saved, but the cattle could be left in N e\vfoundland several days to recover from 
the effects of their long journey from the \Vest, with only three days' sea voyage before then1. Our Colonies 
in the Pacific would also share in the advantages of this all-British route, as it would effect an immense 
saving on the voyage to Australia and New Zealand. The trading benefits which it would bring to us 
are obvious. The route to Australia would be shortened, and also that to China and Japan. All 
would share in the cornmercial advantages of the new route, but Canada most of all. 
''The saving in point of time which we have referred to is gained on the assumption that 25-knot 
boats will be used to cross the Atlantic. 
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"The sea journey could be further lessened if t.he plan no\v inootecl for n1aking Killary Harbour, on the 
west coast of Ireland, a terminal port for inails and passengers \Vere carried out. The harbour is almost 
completely landlocked, and can accon11nodate the largest stean1ers. All that is necessary is to construct 
wharves with suitable buildings at a cost of about £100,000. It would only require fourteen n1iles of railway 
to connect Killary \vith the Midland and Great Western Raihvay, giving through communication with 
Dublin. 
" It must not be overlooked that, besides the trade and I n1perial interests which the ne\v route involves, 
it will further safeguard our food supplies in case of \var. \Vith only one line of steamers to protect, the task 
of the Navy would be lightened, and England could not be starved into submission." 
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TIJE FIELD, J.lfarclt 9th, 1907. 
TRAVEL AND COLONISATION. 
"T HE PROPOSED NE\V TRANS-ArfLANTIC SER\TICE, connecting these islands with Canada 
and the United States by ·way of Newfoundland, pron1ises to be an important addition to the 
great systen1 of ·world routes of travel, alike frorn the point of vie'v of the travelling public, 
whose business or pleasure leads then1 across the Atlantic, and as a fresh link in the chain of Imperial co1n-
n1unications. The sche1ne to which the N e1vfounclland Govern111ent has given its approval and support, and 
which has no'v been submitted to the N e1vfoundland House of Assen1bly for confirn1ation, falls into hvo 
clearly defined parts. Of irnn1ediate interest is the proposal to establish a ne\v line of stean1ers running 
from a westerly port in the British Isles to the east coast of N e\vfoundland, and connecting there \vi th a 
raihvay to be built to the other side of the island, 'vhere again a fast line of steamers will afford com1nunica-
tion with the Canadian mainland. In the agree1nent embodying this schen1e it is merely stipulated that the 
raihvay shall cross the island fron1 Notre Daine Bay io the \Vest coast; but already Green Bay, one of the 
inlets in Notre Dame Bay, and Bay of Islands, on the 'vest coast, are mentioned as probably the hvo tern1inal 
points of the line. As the contractors are to receive on the co1npletion of the railway a land grant of r,500 
acres to the mile, and the n1aximun1 grant is fixed at r25,ooo acres, it may be concluded that the length of the 
line is expected to be about eighty n1iles. The principal other concession secured by the promoters of the 
ne'v service is a mail contract for hventy-five years, carrying \Vith it an annual subsidy of $75,000. 
"It is, indeed, principally on the n1ail and passenger traffic ·which it can attract to it that the nevv route 
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\Vill probably have to depend for its success. The clai1n by \Vhich hopes in this connection are justified is 
that the proposed service \vill afford 1nuch speedier means of communication than exist at present, not only 
between this country and the British dominions across the North Atlantic, but between the United l(jngdom 
and N evv York, Chicago, and the \Vestern States. An exan1ination of any globe will reveal a fact \vhich is 
not so apparent fron1 the maps on lVIercator's projection, nan1ely, that the shortest line to these Islands from 
Chicago and New York, as \vell as from Montreal, passes through N e\vfoundland. But obviously the saving 
of time, if any, to be effected by the use of such a route will depend on the rate at which the different stages 
of the journey are performed. According to the terms of the agree1nent into which the Newfoundland 
Government has entered, the vessels to be en1ployed on the trans-Atlantic service need not exceed 5,000 tons 
in burden, nor steam at a speed of 1nore than seventeen knots per hour, \vhile bet\veen the \Vest coast of 
Newfoundland and the North American mainland vessels n1ust be employed of not less than 2,000 tons and 
twenty knots speed. If the new service does not go beyond these minimum require1nents, little, if any, 
saving \Vill be effected on the journey to Canada or the United States; but if, as it is understood \vill be the 
case, vessels of much greater speed are en1ployed, and good express train services can be ensured on the 
overland portions of the route, the economy of time may be sufficient to induce the 1nodern traveller to put 
up with the inconvenience of repeated breaks in the journey. 
''The existence of ·what observations go to show is a practically fog-free zone of the Atlantic, stretching 
from Notre Dame Bay eastwards to the British I sles, affords a strong argument in favour of the proposed 
service. On the other hand, there is no concealment of the fact that the service will be interrupted during 
the winter months, for while the vessels en1ployed on the trans-Atlantic service are to call weekly 
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throughout the year at St. John's, and then pass on to so1ne port in Canada or the United States, the 
contractors are exe111pted from the obligation of calling at Notre Dan1e Bay from January r to May r ; 
nor, during the san1e period, is there any c01npulsion to maintain the steamship service fron1 the west 
coast to the North Ainerican inainland. As to the cornn1ercial possibilities of the ne\v route, the 
breakage of bulk necessitated by the journey across Newfoundland must militate seriously against the 
development of any large volu1ne of traffic, though it is suggested if the cattle in1ported into this 
country fr01n \Vestern Canada \Vere rested on the pasture lands in \Vhich N e\vfoundland abounds, before 
being transported across the Atlantic, they \vould be landed in 1nuch better condition than at present. 
The possibilities of the scheme, ho,vever, in this and other respects, can only be rightly appraised when account 
is taken of its probable development. As already stated, the plans for i1nproved communications between 
the Old and the N e\v \Vorlds via N evvfoundland fall under two heads, and as yet attention has been 
confined to that part of the projected service which is to be established within the next five years-the 
period allowed for the completion of the rail way across the island. But the agree1nent also authorises 
a much larger schen1e, involving the construction of a railway north\vards through Newfoundland to the 
Straits of Belle Isle, the excavation of a tunnel under the Straits ('vhich at their narrowest are only 
about ten miles \Vide) and the continuation of the line \vest,vards through Labrador, with a view to its 
ultimate connection with Canada's trans-continental systems of raihvays. If in the course of years this 
ambitious project should be realised, there \vould be through communication by rail from the Pacific 
coast to the eastern shores of N e\vfoundland, and the tract of ocean to be traversed on the journey 
between Canada and the Mother Country \vould be reduced to a minin1um- an ad vantage in the transport 
of food supplies in ti1ne of war of \vhich it is unnecessary to emphasise the importance." 
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"' T HERE appeared in The Times of August 20 a short cablegra111 fr01n St. Johns, Ne\vfoundland, 
stating that engineers representing Messrs. Ochs Brothers had just begun a line across the northern 
portion of the island for the ne\V raihvay \Vhich is to be a link in the fast Atlantic stean1ship project, 
for \vhich the N e\vfounclland Legislature granted a charter last \vinter. \Vhen con1pleted, this line \vill afford 
the quickest and n1ost direct mail and passenger route both to Canada and the \vestern portion of the United 
States-a route 12 hours quicker than via Halifax, and a good deal quicker than via Quebec. It \Vill be open 
for at least hvo 1nonths longer than the route via Quebec, and \vill only be closed from January r to May 15, 
·when the boats will go to St. Johns instead of to Green Bay. The journey to Green Bay being so inuch 
shorter, boats of less speed, size, and cost could con1pete successfully \vi th the fast boa ts no\v running to N e\v 
York. It is approached from Europe through a zone about 1 oo miles in width, which is comparatively free 
fron1 fog, the average fog percentage in this zone being from 3 per cent. to 8 per cent., as against fr01n ro 
per cent. to 28 per cent. on the banks of Newfoundland, and fron1 9 per cent. to 22 per cent. in the Straits of 
Belleisle. The dangerous navigation round Cape Race, as well as that through the Straits of Belleisle, will 
be avoided. 
" The new route 'vill c01nbine the quickest possible mail and passenger journey across N e\vfoundland to 
Gaspe, \Vith a freight ronte involving an additional distance of only 141 n1iles to Quebec through the Straits 
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of Belleisle, and of 157 miles to Ne'v York by the 'vay of Cape Race. In the opinion of Messrs. Ochs 
Brothers, o'ving to the detour being so slight, a comparatively sn1all amount for a 1nail contract should be 
sufficient to enable the existing lines, both to Quebec and Ne'v York, to call at S.\iV. Arm, Green Bay, on 
their \Vay to their terminal ports. The inconvenience to passengers of transhipn1ent through N e,vfoundland 
'vould be more than compensated for by the reduction in tin1e, and by the greater imn1unity fron1 fog. 
"The route 'vill considerably shorten the journey to n1any of the British colonies, and would co1nplete 
the sche1ne fro1n an Irnperial point of vie\v by the inclusion in it of the oldest colony. It 'vould also tend to 
the deYelopn1ent of the island, \vhich has been retarded largely on account of its present defective 1neans of 
con1n1unication. 
"For strategic reasons it is desirable that Ne,vfoundland should not be so excluded. If at any future 
ti1ne a tunnel should be constructed under the Straits of Belleisle, the strategic Yalue of the island 'vould be 
greatly enhanced, as in the tin1e of \Var Canadian cattle and grain could co1ne through it by safer and better 
protected route. 
" The adYantageous position of N e,vfoundland 'vas recognised as far back as 1873, when Mr. (no\v Sir) 
Sandford Flen1ing reported to a Select Con1mittee of the Canadian House of Comn1ons, appointed to inquire 
into the best and most direct route for 111ails and passengers bet,veen Europe and Arnerica, in favour of the 
route through N e,vfoundland. In 1878 the N e,vfoundland Go,·ernn1ent took steps to procure the construction 
of a raihvay to enable such a route to be established, but the I mperial Govern1nent 'vere at that tin1e unable 
to sanction the undertaking, o'ving to the then existing French treaty rights, \vhich stood in the 'vay of a 
raihvay being 1nade on the western coast of the island. That difficulty, ho,vever, no longer exists." 
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NEW ROUTE TO THE FAR EAST. 
"'MR. H. C. THOMSON, ·who is actively concerned in the proposed short line through Ne,vfoundland 
to Canada and the United States, has recently returned to England after accomplishing the prelimi-
nary survey through the northern peninsula of Newfoundland, where the projected raihvay line will 
run. Asked by one of our representatives if he had been able to find a satisfactory route through what is 
practically an unexplored territory, lVIr. Thomson replied:-
"·'Yes, we found a far easier route than we had ventured to hope. A very few miles from Green Bay, 
the Atlantic terminus of the line, \Ve came upon a series of rivers and lakes, the valleys of 'vhich \Ve vvere 
able to follow by an easy grade, and in almost a direct line, with no sharp twists or curves, to a watershed 
some 30 miles in the interior; and there, again, we were fortunate enough to find another succession of lakes 
affording an easy outlet to Bonne Bay, where the terminus is to be on the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The 
-scenery in places is exceedingly beautiful. For hvelve miles the line will run along the side of the Birchy 
Lake, the northern shores of which are covered with a dense forest of pine, spruce, and birch, and mount 
.abruptly in an unbroken ridge of over r ,ooo ft. in height. On the south there is a broad strip of level forest 
land, beyond which the hills rise brokenly in bare rugged peaks of a dark, purple-coloured serpentine. 
" ' The valley in which this lake lies is very narrow, and the lake itself, at its greatest 'vidth, is only a 
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mile and a half across, ·whilst in one or hvo places it narrows down to less than roo ft., so that it looks inore 
like a beautiful sinuous river than a lake. It is here that the eastern branch of the Humber, the biggest river 
in N e\vfoundland, has its source. The Humber, it may be re1narked, is noted for its excellent salmon fishing, 
and both the lake and the Sheffield river, \Vhich flo,vs into its upper end, abound with salmon and trout. A 
fe\v miles after the river leaves this confined valley it joins the Sandy Lake-nine n1iles in length and five 
miles across-which lies in a broad open plain some 20 miles in \Vidth, bounded on the opposite side by the 
\vooded slopes of the Long Range, as the mountains are called which skirt the \vestern coast of the island. 
The line has to penetrate through this range by a series of wooded defiles to the northern extremity of Bonne 
Bay, a deep land-locked fiord around \Vhich is found the highest land in the island; the \Vhite l\1ountain, some 
distance up on the right hand side of the bay, being 2,540 ft. in height, and the highest point in Newfoundland. 
"'From Green Bay to the Birchy Lake game is scarce, but all the way from there to Bonne Bay, 
caribou, as the North American reindeer are called, are plentiful, and there are a good many bears. 
" ' The line therefore, apart from its natural beauty, will offer great attractions to sportsmen. \Vhat, 
ho,vever, is of more i1nportance to us,' l\1r. Thomson added, 'is the fact that it will not be a difficult or expen-
sive line to construct, as there ·will be few bridges, and no tunnelling or extensive rock cutting. The grades 
and curves, moreover, are easy, and there is plenty of water in case it should be desired to make use of electric 
power. The total length of the line is only 92 iniles, so the express trains \Vill easily be able to do it in tvvo 
hours. The intention is to run a fast turbine steamer, like those running across the Irish Channel, fro1n 
Bonne Bay to Gaspe, on the St. Lavvrence, \vhere there ·will be rapid raihvay connection both ·with Quebec 
and New York. That, ho,vever, \vill only be a temporary expedient, as it is proposed ultimately to extend 
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the line up the ·west coast of N e,vfoundland, and to tunnel under the Straits of Belleisle, 'vhich are only nine 
miles and a half in \vidth, and thereby to make N e,vfoundland practically an integral part of the American 
Continent. The question of speed,' said Mr. Thomson, in conclusion, 'is one we never lose sight of, for, 
although the line 'vill do much for the development of Newfoundland, its primary importance is as a link in 
the connection between Europe and America, and, through America, 'vith the East ; for, from its geographical 
position, N e,vfoundland ought to be the front door, not merely to Canada, but to the 'vhole Continent of 
North America; and that is what this line aims at making it.'" 
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